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FESA AWARENESS WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.15 pm]: A series of events are being 
held across Australia this week to recognise the tremendous role that State Emergency Service volunteers play in 
safeguarding our community. In Western Australia, the celebrations began on Saturday night with the 2008 State 
Emergency Service Recognition Awards attended by hundreds of SES volunteers from around the state. I 
attended these awards and was very impressed with what I saw. Three SES members were honoured with the 
Fire and Emergency Services Authority’s most prestigious internal award, the Outstanding Achievement Medal. 
Two of these awards were presented posthumously and I wanted to recognise the sacrifice of those members in 
the house today. 

Jim Regan was part of a rescue team that saved two English tourists at Hancock Gorge in Karijini National Park 
in 2004. Jim was part of the stretcher escort team that was hit by a flash flood that swept through the gorge, 
carrying the team downstream. In his attempt to rescue the tourists, Jim put their safety above his own and in so 
doing lost his life. The award was received by Jim’s father, Jack, who made a heartrending response to his son’s 
bravery. 

The second posthumous award went to Clive Abell, who devoted more than 25 years of his life to the State 
Emergency Service. Clive retired from the Fire and Emergency Services Authority due to ill health; however, his 
dedication and commitment to the SES continued until he passed away earlier this year. His wife, Carol, 
accepted the award on his behalf. 

The third award went to William “Bill” Mulroney in recognition of his hard work and dynamic contribution to 
the State Emergency Service at both a state and local level over 23 years. Bill was the Chair of the former SES 
Volunteer Advisory Council and Deputy Chair of the SES Consultative Committee. 

The other awards presented were: the Peter Keillor Award won by Graham Fixter from the Gosnells SES unit; 
the Team Achievement Award won by the Goldfields Challenge Working Group; and the Youth Achievement 
Award won by Ash Smith from the Bayswater SES unit. 

Although these people have been honoured for their commitment to the State Emergency Service, this week is 
about giving everyone a chance to recognise and appreciate all SES volunteers. I was at the Murray Street Mall 
this morning as part of the Wear Orange Wednesday events profiling SES volunteers. It was great to meet these 
exceptional people and to see the SES tracker dogs and vertical rescue teams in action. On behalf of the 
government I take this opportunity to thank our SES volunteers, their families and their employers, who support 
them and give them time off to do their work. I urge all members to get behind the State Emergency Service and 
to demonstrate their support today by wearing something orange. If members have not already received one, I 
would like to offer each member an orange ribbon for this purpose. I ask everyone in our community to take the 
time to thank these people who, rain, hail or shine, are willing to give up their time to support our community in 
times of need. 
 


